Sweet 16? Recommendations Summary
The report makes 23 recommendations aiming to:
·  Encourage strong action to change the culture that assumes 16 as the age for leaving care;

·  Ensure workers are trained and informed about young people’s rights and are able to pass this information to young people;

·  Increase awareness of the reasons why young people leave care early so these can be tackled;

·  Encourage the provision of more semi-independent living units; 

·  Prohibit the use of Bed and Breakfast establishments and homeless hostels as accommodation for care leavers;

·  Help local authorities to fulfil their obligation to care leavers by requiring Registered Social Landlords to co-operate with them;

·  Encourage elected members of local authorities to enquire into leaving care arrangements as part of their corporate parenting role;

·  Remove barriers to young people returning to their former place of care for overnight stays;

·  Encourage the Scottish Government to consider amending the legal threshold for aftercare; and

·  Ensure that additional statistics are gathered to help monitor what is happening.
