Quality indicators for best practice

1. Young people’s involvement: Preparation will take place with young people to enable meaningful involvement at all levels. Service providers and decision makers will actively ensure young people have a voice.

2. Throughcare preparation: Preparation for adulthood will be a long-term, continuous process. All those involved with the young person will help them to prepare to reach their potential in all areas of their lives.

3. Assessment, planning & reviewing: A comprehensive assessment will be carried out by a suitably skilled person; plans will be made and independently reviewed as an on-going process. Young people will be actively involved and their views will be sought at each stage.

4. Health & well-being: Young people will be supported to be healthy and well in all aspects of their life. Accessible arrangements will be in place to meet the health and well-being needs of young people as they engage with the through care & aftercare process.

5. Accommodation: Suitable accommodation options and appropriate support will be provided to meet young people’s individual needs. The provision of accommodation and support will be provided to a quality and in a manner that reflects the values of a responsible parent.

6. Financial support: Local Authorities will provide financial support to young people during the transition from the looked after system to independence, as set out in a clear, transparent, young person friendly policy.

7. Education, training & employment: Young people will be supported to achieve positive educational outcomes. Supported and achievable routes into further & higher education, training and employment will be provided.

8. Management of risk: Procedures and arrangements will be in place for the assessment, support, reviewing and monitoring of young people who are or may be a potential risk to themselves or others and may or may not be convicted offenders.

9. Quality assurance & development of services: Key partners contribute to an integrated system for evaluating, ensuring and improving the quality of services for young people who are or have been looked after. This should be in accordance with national standards for the range of relevant support services.
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