JENNY AGED 14

Jenny is the second of three children. She has an older brother Dave who is seventeen and a younger sister Eilidh who is nearly 10. Their parents separated when Jenny was nearly nine.

Although the marriage was unhappy there was no violence and the children were well cared for. Jenny was a bright, popular and happy child who was doing very well at school. The three children were close to each other. Shortly after the separation Jenny’s mother began a new relationship and her new partner moved into the house. This man was a successful self employed tradesman. The children appeared to relate to him well. Initially they had regular contact with their own father but this soon became restricted to once or twice a year and phone calls at Christmas and birthdays. The family enjoyed a high standard of living and all the children appeared settled. On Jenny’s tenth birthday her stepfather began touching her sexually. This progressed to frequent full sexual intercourse within a short time. Jenny became withdrawn and difficult at home and disengaged at school. Teachers assumed this was the result of her parents’ separation and the loss of contact with Dad. Her mother believed that her difficult behaviour was a sign of approaching adolescence. Jenny did not tell anyone about the abuse as her stepfather told her she would not be believed and that he would make sure her little sister died if she said anything. By the age of 12 she had begun staying out late at night and experimenting with cannabis and alcohol. Her older brother was very upset by her behaviour and angry that she was upsetting their mother.

Jenny found the move to secondary school almost impossible to manage. She truanted frequently and although she was not a management problem at school she appeared totally disengaged from any lesson she attended. When she was fourteen her step father told her that she was too old for him and that he was looking forward to when Eilidh was 10. This pushed Jenny into telling her brother about the abuse. Dave confronted his stepfather and when he denied the abuse physically attacked him.

In the scuffle Dave was seriously injured and is still in hospital. The investigation into this incident led to Jenny disclosing the abuse to the police. There is now a full child protection investigation ongoing and the stepfather has moved out of the house. Jenny’s mother is furious with her and refuses to believe her account of the abuse. She has rejected both Jenny and Dave and continues to see her partner. Jenny is now living in a residential unit. Jenny has visited her brother but has not seen her little sister since she was admitted to the unit. Her school attendance has become more regular since her admission to care. She is still very withdrawn although she has occasional explosive outbursts when she can be extremely violent. The staff at the unit believe that she may have begun to harm herself as they have discovered used razor blades covered in blood in her room
